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J&J's Evolence produces longer-lasting results, but dermatologists moving away from collagen Story 

	
	Johnson & Johnson's dermal filler Evolence will find a niche among patients who want longer-lasting results, but patients are moving away from collagen-based products, dermatologists note. 

While previous animal-based fillers used bovine collagen, the collagen in Evolence is derived from pigs. In addition, the molecule has been modified to be less allergenic, according to Dr Kevin Smith, a dermatologist at Niagara Falls Dermatology and Skin Care Centre. 

Smith noted that the ends of the C-terminal and N-terminal amino acids - to which the immune system is most likely to react - have been clipped off. 
In addition, unlike Allergan's bovine fillers Zyderm and Zyplast, Evolence's label does not require patients to have skin tests prior to treatment to check for allergic reactions, according to Dr Joel Cohen, director of AboutSkin Dermatology. He added that porcine products are frequently used in cosmetic and dermatologic surgery. 

Dermatologists described Evolence as a product that can cause less swelling and bruising than Allergan's Juvederm and Medicis' Restylane and Perlane - popular hyaluronic acid-based fillers. "It's being marketed as a filler that can be used at the end of the week," Cohen said about J&J's product, meaning that patients don't have to account for recovery time when planning their treatments. 

He noted that the effects can also last up to a year - though the duration varies from patient to patient. 

Dr Neil Sadick, a dermatologist at Sadick Dermatology, who was one of the product's original investigators, noted that all of the fillers are similar in efficacy - but Evolence's results last about a month longer. "There is a little more structural integrity to the molecule," he said. 

That difference in the molecule also means that the product works well in nasolabial folds but can cause lumps in the lip area, according to Smith. "It sets very hard," he said, adding that Evolence can become unworkable within seconds, unlike hyaluronic acid fillers that are more malleable. 

Asked how it would compete with Restylane and Juvederm, he said, "It's for people who want longer-lasting results." 

Cohen noted that J&J is currently developing a follow-on product, Evolence Breeze, for lips and fine lines - a product for which he's an investigator. 
Dr Ava Shamban, a dermatologist and owner of the Laser Institute for Dermatology and European Skin Care in California, also noted that JNJ's Evolence is long lasting, but far from permanent. The filler will also compete with Radiesse, a product that seems to stimulate collagen production, and Artes Medical's Artefill, which seems to be more permanent, she said. 
Allergan also markets two human-derived collagen fillers, Cosmoderm and Cosmoplast, which do not require skin testing. But Cohen noted that physicians are looking for alternatives to bovine and human skin cell products - and are instead hoping for hyaluronic acid products that are reformulated for fine lines. 

He speculated that Allergan might stop producing Zyderm, Zyplast, Cosmoderm, and Cosmoplast entirely. Indeed, the company has already scaled down production of collagen products by closing a collagen manufacturing facility in California - though its 10-K noted that it should be able to supply collagen products through 2010. 

Dr Cameron Rokhsar, a dermatologic surgeon at the New York Cosmetic, Skin & Laser Surgery Center, noted that - even without skin tests - many patients still feel uncomfortable putting animal products in their skin. "Most people are getting away from collagen," he said. 

Dr Yael Halaas, a New York plastic surgeon, noted that the economic downturn has left many would-be patients with less discretionary income to spend on cosmetic procedures - creating greater competition among products. 

Dr Vito Quatela, who is currently president of the American Academy of Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, similarly pointed to a new device currently under FDA review called GFX - a technology that uses targeted radiofrequency energy to weaken motor nerves that connect to forehead muscles responsible for frowning. BioForm Medical acquired the device as part of its purchase of Advanced Cosmetic Intervention. 

"GFX is going to make an impact in how much Botox is used. Some people still think Botox is a toxin," said Quatela, who said this technique would also be an alternative to fillers. 

But Quatela noted that there has also been a trend toward using a greater volume of fillers. "We're not just filling lines, but we're actually changing the shape of people's faces by creating volume," said Quatela, who uses at least three to four different fillers in his clinic. 

Another facial plumping product, Sanofi-Aventis' Sculptra, which is only approved for use in HIV patients with signs of facial fat loss or lipoatrophy, is the most difficult to use, and also causes bruising, according to Shamban. 
This news service previously reported that Isolagen is also developing a filler using a patient's own skin fibroblasts, but the procedure is controversial because of its cost and the lengthy turnaround time to create the filler. 
J&J has a market cap of USD 199.44bn. 

by Beth Herskovits and Kimberly Ha 


